At the present time, when the whole subject of malignant disease is being reviewed in the light of recent knowledge and research, it may not be out of place to consider the value of the microscope, which has for many years been regarded as an essential and indispensable adjunct to diagnosis. In making the following criticisms, I wish it to be distinctly understood that it is the judgment, not the bona fides, of the microscopist which I mistrust.
Ten years ago I commenced surgical practice with a firm belief in the value of the microscope in the diagnosis of malignant disease, such belief being the natural result of my training as a student.
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